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Washiugﬂcn Rurcail of The Sun

“Washinglon ~- Representa-
{ive Paul. N. Mcc}ou. ey (1%,
Calil.) yesterday accused the
Cenlral Intelligence Agency of
recruiting -American mercinar-
fes o fight in.Laos.

The accusation was hased on

“informalion {rom an electrical

engincer who reported he way
itold at an Oakland (Calif.) em-
‘ployment agency thal such jobs
‘Were available al $1,000 a week.

Not Verified

-~ Mr., McCloskey, a critic of the;
adminisiralion’s war policies!
who will challenge President.
Nixon iu the New Hampshire

primary, admitted ‘we parsonally.
had not cheeked oul the charge.

Inde pem lent inquiry suggested
the incident indeed took place,
but - the employmenl agency
president  said “he  doubted
whether  his "Oakland  ofiice
manager, since “fired, would

narics or the CIA.
- Clarence C. Holben, of Lafay-
clie, Calil,, ﬂ‘e_enginecr, insist-
cd that he did,
Conlacted at his lwome, Mr.
Holben recalled visiling the
Oakland office of Overseas Serv-

[decs in April or May and being
{old he eould carn $1,000 a week -

working for Air America, an os-
ltonsmly }mmto airline operated
by the CIA, handling logistical
support forr guemlh oper ations
in Lgos -
L Worked At foho, alory

Until June 3 30, Mr., Ttolden was
employed at {he Lawrence Ra-
diation Lzhoratory in Livermore
which i run by ihe Lmvcmly
oi California.

Discouraged by the mtf*xvlew
Cl s comm@nt that “‘I night
come back in a box,” Ar. Hol—
ben said he never asked for de-
tailed job specificalions but “got

dhe picture of ruuning around
with a.gun, slung over yowr
shoulder,” ».." - Lo

bhave mentioned cither merce-!

the 1os Angeles-based Overseas
Services, s LaJd it was “unlikely
any office manager would even
know whal Air America does [or
aliving.”
 Me gaid the co;npany places
about 1,600 persons a yecar ‘in
iohs in 134 countries. It has
filled slots for Alr America, be,
added, bul only pilots and lTavi-
afiond {echnicians, not {roops.
“McCloskey  is - blowing
smoke,” Mr. Lestertadded.
Almost An-Aside
Mr, McCloskey’s charge was
made af a breakfasl meeting
\\uh reporiers yeslerday dmn.b
which. he ¢riticized the adminis-
{ration -for “concealment and
deception’ in ils relalions wilh
Congress. . o
At one point, “almost ag an
aside, he observed ihat “we
caught the CIA in Oakland re-
cmilin;{ mercenaries fo {ight
in Laos.”

He scemed sur pu wd whcn he
reporters pressed him for de-
tails, conceding he had not fol-
lowed through en the allegali on
because “it's so consistent with
their Uthe CIA’sY procedires,) ~
It developed the informa tion
‘had been seat not fo Mr, Me-
‘Closkey but tr) Rcme“enlatlve
Jexomc R. Waldie (D., Calif.) in

a letter dated July 11 from a
comhtucm who knew \Ix ilol-
hen, i

A spokesman for Mr. Waldie
said ag far as the congressman
was concerned, the letler con-
tained “unverified nformation’”
and that he had fiwned it over to,
My, -McCloskey  for checking. !
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Recruits U8, Mercenarics
" for l.aos, He Bays

- By YLWES N RAUGHTON
N Spacles 3 The Kew York Tiaes

WASHINGTON, Sept. 28~
lepresentative Yanl N, McClos-
key Jr. of California said today
that the Central Intelligence
‘Agency was recroiting Ameri-
cans 1o become combat imer-
cenaries in Laos.

\/ “We cavght the CILA, &

’ couple of months ago recruiting
people in Oaldand,” he said.
Officials, of the intelligence
opency privately dismissed the,
charge. :

Mr. McCloskey, a candidate
for the Republican Fresidential
nomination, made the allega-
“%u to reporters doaring a
breakfast meeting at which he;
psserted that the Nixon Ade
ministration habitually engaged
in  “concealment and  decep-
tion.” ‘

The charge was based on the
account of a joh-sceking en-

. gineer from California who told
of  Dbeing offered *3$1,000 a
weel and a box to come hame,
{n” when he answered .a ncws-_i
paper advertisement for over-
scas work., Mr. McCloskey coru|
-ceded that he had not made
an attempt to verify the alle-
pation since learning of it in:
July.

\/ fhe engineer, Clarence C.
/' Jlolben of Lalayctte, Calif., said
in a telephone interview today

. that he went Jast April to the

J Qakland Dbranch of Ovcerseas
Services, a Los Angeles-bascd
job placement company, alter
finding (hat he was to be laid
of{ by the Atomic ¥nergy Com-
mission’s radiation laboratory -
.in Livermore, ) I
Deeided to Slay Home
We said ihat the branch
nfanager had told him he could
meke “real moncy™ if he would
sign on with .Alr Amcricz, a
{light charter company that
works for ‘the Intelligence
Agency in Southeast Asia. Mr.
Yolben said he was told that
if Lie took the job he would
/ actvally be working for the-
/ CJlA. He added he turned
down the chancge because, ‘fat
47 T can’t visualize myself run-
ning around with grenades and

According to My, Holbén, the, -
job was only one of several
suggested by Overseas Services,
whose Oazkland representative
pointed out a number of places
on a map and said, “we’ve even
placed people at the [United
States] mbassy in Moscow.”

At the Oakland office of
Overseas Services today, the
present manager, Kenneth Mc-
Donald, said it was ‘“news 1o
me” and that he had “never /
seen anything for the CLA"

Jut Mr. Mchonald; who took
over the office onlytwo wecks
ago, said he could not discount
the possibility that Mr, Holben’s
account was correct. He said
that hie himself once had spught
a job as a pilot with Air Amei-
jca with the understanding that
“they have some divisions that

et a Jittle rough once in &
while.” 1le said he was rejected

“hecause he wears glasses,

“I"don’t Linow whal’'s wrong
with MeCloskey,” Mr. Mchon-
ald added. “People arc shoot-
ing at other people all over the
world.” C .

He said his predecessor in
ithe Oakland office, whom he
identified as Grant Lryan, was
yecently dismissed and could
not be Tucuted. Richard Lester,
president of Overseas Services,
said he did not know where to
find Wr. Bryan. ‘

Mr., Lester said that his com:
pany had helped to place: hun-;
dreds of pilots and technicians,
with Air America, one of 1,000
or more American. companies
to which Iis concern submits
vesumes for job  applicanis.
“Bug never a mercenary,” he

gaid, .
Officials of the CL.A. declined /

to gpeak for the record, but onc
oificial commented privately of
Mr. Yolken and his account:
“What would we do with mer-
cenaries in Laos? Al the fight-
ing theve is done by Meo tribes-
men. Js he Meo tribesman?’

Mr. Holben's account was:
first related to Representative: .
Jerome R, Waldie, Democrat of.
California, by a constituent ac-
quainted with the engineer, Mr.,
Waldic passed it on to Mr. Mc-: -
Closkey.

Mr. Folben said that neither
Congressman had got in touch
with him. Ie added that report-
ers were lucky to find him to-
day because he was lcaving
California tonight for a new job
~— running a sporting - goods
store in Lake Havasu City, Atiz,

'STATOTHR |

Approved For'Release'2001/03/04 : CIA-RDP80-01601R001000180001-4




~ STATOTHR

u‘,

“Approved For Release 200%/‘55‘ £ CIA“RDP80-01
98 SEP W71

".'y PAUYL BOPE tends to withdraw ali U.S. troops:Fied the man as Clavence C. Hol-
far Staft Virfler frorn Vietnam or {o discontinug ben of Lafayetic, Calif,
t/ Rep. Pﬂul N, McCloskey J Jtall J‘An werican bombing in The lefler, dated July 11, q[id .
r.:u‘hJ tOer-) that the Cv Caut‘xbld. oo linpart: N . i
Intelligence Adency is .wecum de ma trc -:‘-*.z:r.ge against ,I.DJ you know that ‘Alr ““‘(’U_‘/ -~ STATOTHR i
A‘ﬁew"‘ muccn wies to fighl t:‘.o Cia ‘”‘""’ Giscussing Nixon's ca an arm of CI4, is hiring : ?
in Laos. L ma pogcy with2 group of Teporters. |y opconaries to fight in Laos at ,4
McCloskey, a candidate fori fwe caught the CTA in Oalg n] 600 vor week for erch merce- 3
the },“.Cp“b!‘.??“? ?"CSK]C““,"“ land wcvm-mg mercenaries té’ nary? ' - .
oot ot prpotie | D0 in Laos, " he said ~ |4 juct tearned about 4hs &
T RN L Prcssm tf‘ explain that, helcounle of weeks azo. A friend of
1

e ¢ hmnent ¥ ¢l - I .
ing “concealment and decep szid he had roccived a loer|y
IS 2]

tion" Doy 20 et i i c“.\xn'm and one of
gg{,]emﬁ.f.‘g,ﬁ‘»‘,”,‘;“’d,}f"5;\. ]L:;:}C L”.Jom a ‘‘constiluent” — an un-jthe many longlerm employes
i v a i i o e . )
his campaign (3“”310)er ?10 space 0‘41 neer o{ the rad b at L.\ ermore
Phe  Californt who was offored §1,600 a w cb.\ to hwhe were 1aid off July
flff 1t i Leos.

¥

Q. congresswyian

. " indicated, howevm', that if he . . i"‘In Jooking for en:ploj‘mez’x. he |
=7 does “poorly” in the nalion’s When Dis office 1 oduced thet answered an ad of ail empioy- |+ iy i
irst mary i s Haompshir letter, it turned ouf to e onie oiment agency, OV(.‘I'S.,H" S orv- :
first pi 1.““r§ in New Hampshire > Ny i
March 7, he will drop out of the }.13‘;:1-1”-] cro me i r\“" “ji‘n 1¢58, 1939 IJu'l]S\ 1 St., Oakla T‘.\l
o yrace D-Calif,, with whom nwcwow.oy and an) offered nhim-the om |
He said it would be “absurd” recently.made a visit to South-iployment as a ricrcenary in |
k i a0s paying ‘81,000 per week . '
o ask peu')]c to give huu finan- $ccond-Ifand Report Ld(i paying ‘8t L? per wee . |
Clal sugport if he does not make plus ihe Loy to buvo him back.) |
h i N b - . ,
an dcceplable showing there. ” 1nc Ic(\e. vas noy froin Ane) o moday I telenhoned him |
engincer whom the CIA yeport-|pop verification mu fold him I |
Deoubls ..Lull(, Nivoa C(ny had tried to rocruit but would lke LO inform you. Tyen o

. E

nough he is sozucx.hat a con-
soevative Republican, he hasj

McCloskey indicated he would|from anoiher Californian who
be hard-puf to sunnort President |Was releying the incident to Waly
Nixon as the Rcyubx an nori-|die. o . _ |been a strong dove Ior fowr of| . ’
nee. e sald there is liltle evi-| The leiter writer, Donald IL five yesis | . . . .
dence to indicate that Nixon in-{Fibush of Waliut Creek, identi-] *T hope ihat ),ou and 1/01‘ e

Closkey, at your insliga lon, il
verify, this Informatio 1 J*unse
it to the fuliest extent.” i
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Investigation Sought
" McCloskey szid he has “aske .
‘a field - represcniative to go ' ‘

over” and investizate the mat- .
ter but "that he hasn't done it

Yy yet.
. “fhis is the first tmm T've
ever heuld of hiring mereanar- .
ies by ad,” cClo""by said. : -
R _ _ “IL dra\ attention tothe |
, ) that Congress says there sl
. : be no Amn,rlum ground comb
L ‘ : troops in Laos. If ]‘Etl‘)\SL
: : mmtion of whether {he CIA ¢
. eruit an army (and) at wh
. . . pomt dees an army of irrezula
. o ’ ,beecome an American army .,
. ’ K AL what stage dees the Ci4 get
] ] . : . !aut. rorized to fight a privale.
‘ "war.”
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